xiv                             THE KINGS FIRE                            203

Inexpensive and free from any touch of vulgarity. And I
have seen libations offered, not in vessels of silver and gold,
but in little earthen cups and jugs ; and I heartily admired
a people which thus walked in the ways of their fathers,
not deviating from the ancient rites into extravagance and
display."l Specimens of this antique pottery have come to
light of late years at the house of the Vestals, the temple
of Vesta, and other religious centres in the Forum ;2 others
had been found previously on the Esquiline hill and in the
necropolis of Alba Longa.s We may conjecture that if the
Romans continued to serve the gods their meals in simple
earthenware dishes long after they themselves quaffed their
wine from goblets of crystal and gold or from murrhme cups
with their cloudy iridescent hues of purple and white,4 they
did so, not from any principle of severe good taste, but
rather from that superstitious fear of innovation which has
embalmed in religious ritual, as in amber, so many curious
relics of the past. The old forms and materials of the
vessels were consecrated by immemorial usage and might
not be changed with impunity. Indeed, in the ritual of the
Arval Brothers the holy pots themselves appear to have
been an object of worship.6 Specimens of these pots have Rude
been found on the site of the sacred grove where thep^^
Brothers performed their quaint service, and they shed an the Arvai
interesting light on the conservatism of the Roman religion. Brothers
Some of them are moulded in the most primitive fashion by
the hand without any mechanical appliance. But most of
them belong to a stage of art, later indeed than this rude
beginning, yet earlier than the invention of the potter's
wheel. In order to give the vessels their proper shape
and prevent the sides from collapsing, wooden hoops were
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